
 

Messenger 
The November 2013 

Saturday, November 9, from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
More information inside!! 

Hear ye!  All beloved people, 

Our neighbors near and far, 

We United Women are 

Having our biennial bazaar. 
 

God has blessed us with our talents 

And our crafts are most unique. 

Busy hands have worked all summer 

To create our gifts so neat. 
 

There are hand made jams for everyone 

Boutique gifts for one and all, 

Gifts to fill your Christmas stockings 

Gifts to hang upon your wall. 
 

There’ll be a table full of goodies 

Of the culinary arts, 

Cookies, breads, jams and jellies 

And maybe Christmas tarts 

Sisters in Faith will be in the kitchen 

Serving food for all to eat 

And just around the corner 

Will be the dessert table…elite!! 
 

Our silent auction tables 

New and good used items galore 

May be just the place to go 

To find what you’ve been looking for. 
 

Do all your Christmas shopping 

While helping those with needs 

By this we mean our missionaries 

And our church, with all proceeds. 

 

Poem by Linda Upshaw 

“You Are Invited” 

UMW 



 

Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Thanksgiving has its own set of symbols – turkeys, pilgrims, pumpkins and Indian 
corn (my favorite is Brach’s chocolate candy corn). But the symbol that best expresses 
the abundance that Thanksgiving celebrates is the cornucopia. The cornucopia is an an-
cient symbol used in both Greek and Roman mythology. In some myths, the goat 
Amalthea, whose milk fed the infant Zeus, was said to have a horn that was always filled 
with whatever anyone wanted to eat or drink. In other tales the Roman goddess of 
plenty, named “Copia,” always wore or carried a horn filled with fruits and drinks. The 
magical horn of plenty was always full; its abundance could never be exhausted. 

One remarkable thing about Thanksgiving is that it has been less commercialized 
than many other holidays on our calendar, especially Christmas or Easter. There are still many families who 
would never dream of saying grace before meals that suddenly feel compelled to offer up some form of 
thanks before carving up the fatted bird and diving into the dressing. Yet our grateful acknowledgment of 
abundance often has the tendency to drift into a gluttonous orgy. Somehow, Thanksgiving has become diet-
conscious America’s sacred day of overindulgence. Instead of being “commercialized,” Thanksgiving has been 
“internalized,” focusing wholly on satisfying the self. Consider some of our recent traditions. We buy 24-
pound turkeys and spend more time trying to stuff them into our ovens than filling them with stuffing. This 
enormous bird is then fed to family gatherings that keep getting smaller and smaller every year. Eating at 
least two desserts is practically mandatory. We’ve even carried this spirit of “too much of a good thing 
is...wonderful” into our Thanksgiving Day entertainment – the day of relentless rounds of unending football 
games.  

In many ways, Thanksgiving has come to embody our national tendency to “live beyond our means,” so 
to speak. We surround ourselves with more food and drink and amusements than we can possibly enjoy in 
one day. Then there is the day after, “Black Friday,” the starting gun for the first frenetic round of holiday 
shopping. As we giddily “hit the malls,” it seems that overindulgence in turkey isn’t the only consuming binge 
marked by Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a holiday that all too easily can symbolize our socially approved and 
nationally sanctioned addiction to consumerism and materialism. But, if we seem determined to live well 
above our means in our physical existence, we seem all too content to live well beneath our means spiritu-
ally. Physical food, intellectual food and soul food are all part of the same Thanksgiving table. The cornuco-
pia, the horn of plenty that symbolizes Thanksgiving so well, should sound the joyful noise of God’s bountiful 
blessings, of the abundant, overflowing graciousness that God makes available in our lives.  

But this horn of plenty also sounds a warning: a note of judgment to shake us out of our self-preoccupied 
complacencies and selfish accumulations, a note to remind us that we must use our blessings to bless others. 
This story is probably a myth, but proverbial nonetheless. One day, a shopper at the local outlet mall felt the 
need for a coffee break. So she bought herself a little bag of cookies and put them in her shopping bag. She 
then got in line for coffee, found a place to sit at one of the crowded tables, and then, taking the lid off her 
coffee and taking out a magazine, she began to sip her coffee and read. Across the table from her a man sat 
reading a newspaper. After a minute or two, she reached out and took a cookie. As she did, the man seated 
across the table reached out and took one, too. This totally surprised her, but she smiled and didn’t say any-
thing. A few moments later she took another cookie. Once again the man did so, too. Now she was a bit irri-
tated. He should get his own cookies and not presume upon her good nature. After having a couple of 
sips of coffee, she once again took another cookie. So did the gentleman seated near her. 
Now she was upset – especially since now only one cookie remained. Apparently the 
man also realized that only one cookie was left. Before she could say anything, he 
took it, broke it in half, offered half to her, and proceeded to eat the other half 
himself. Then he smiled at her and, putting the paper under his arm, rose and 
walked off. Was she steamed! Her coffee break ruined, already thinking 
ahead of how she would tell this offense to her family, she folded her maga-
zine, opened her shopping bag, and there discovered her own unopened 
bag of cookies. Now that’s food for thought! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

When I fell last month and injured my knee, I was left with severe knee pain that has made 
walking and getting around a challenge.  As a pastor, I was impelled to approach my infirmity 
theologically.  I found that my challenges further opened my eyes to the many people I see 
each day using walkers, canes and wheelchairs.  It made me notice my elders who move a little 
more slowly , and think about all those who deal with chronic pain.   I see the pain in the eyes 
of those who have lost a family member and for just a second get a glimpse of the depths of 
their loss.  All this suffering goes on right in front of us.  People struggle daily just to get the ba-
sics of life done.  And I was left feeling amazed and humbled by the strength these folks show 
every day. 

In Methodist circles we don’t talk much about suffering.  When we do address it, it is in the 
context of striving to alleviate the suffering of others—feeding the hungry, housing the home-
less, tending the needy.  But what about those whose suffering cannot be alleviated?  What 
about those within our own community who simply have learned to live with their pain because 
the reality cannot be changed, be it physical or emotional?  What about our own pain?  It can be 
difficult to make meaning of tragic circumstances.  There come times when even the most faith-
ful of us cries out, “Why me?  It just isn’t fair!” 

Catholic theology has always focused more on the issue of suffering.  “In our own suffering, 
Christ allows us to share in the deepest sign of his love. He has infused suffering with divine 
meaning, not human meaninglessness. Human suffering is thus redeemed. Through our suffer-
ing, we participate in the sacrifice of Christ, which brings about our salvation and the salvation 
of others.”1  While I’m not certain I agree that pain is part of God’s redemptive plan, I do ac-
knowledge that Christ suffered terribly in his crucifixion, and that illustrates God’s deep under-
standing of our human pain. 

What I do believe is that suffering isn’t the last word. There are other responses to pain, and 
two of those God offers to us are faith and hope.  Even though it is unsolvable in this lifetime, 
there are still better times to come.  If there isn’t certainty and meaning, at the last there must 
be hope.  Hope that God desires for us a world in which pain and suffering are a thing of the 
past.  A world in which God’s glory, not pain, will be what we feel throughout our beings and 
joy, not suffering,  will be the only truth. 

 

1: Brian Pizzalato, Catholic News Agency article 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Youth Ministry News 
 

A Message from Lou-Anne Smith, Associate Director of Music for Youth and Children and Interim Director of Youth 

It is hard to believe that I have been your youth director for three months!  And it is harder to believe is 
that Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner! 

We are enjoying great attendance at Sunday School and Youth Group activities.   I feel blessed to work 
with these outstanding young people.  We have discussed the use of “Words” based on a Hawk Nelson song 
that is popular today.  We considered what words do to us, what our words do to others, and what God’s 
Word says about who we are and who God is.  Most recently, we talked about “Worry.”  The mostly middle 
school aged group’s number one worry is the future.  We read several scriptures that reminded us that God 
has us in His hands.  In particular, we discussed Matthew 6:25-34 which concludes with: 

34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today.” 

We have also talked about stewardship and the students’ part in giving back to God.  To the adults in our 
congregation, let me offer this idea to you:  Adults in the church are stewards of the young people we have 
among us.  Please be in prayer for the youth and consider giving your time by being a chaperone or prepar-
ing a light supper for our Youth Group on Sunday nights.  There are many other ways to participate in the life 
of our youth, so please call me for more information. 

Please mark your calendars for these upcoming youth events: 

November 2:   
Youth Center Clean Up Day 

9:00 a.m. to Noon 
 

November 3:   
Youth Bowling Party  
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 

December 1:   
No Youth Group Activities  

(Thanksgiving weekend) 
 

December 8:   
Alternative Giving Fair 

All morning 

Creator’s Kids:  Artists in Training  

December 8:   
Grand Illumination 

All afternoon! 
 

December 15:   
Youth Group Progressive Dinner 

5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

December 22:   
No Youth Group Activities 

 

December 29:   
No Youth Group Activities 

This group will meet Wednesday, November 20, 6:00 p.m. – 
7:00 p.m. in Room 174.  The focus of the program is to view God's 
creation as the inspiration for art projects designed for children in 
grades 1 through 5.  All elementary-age children are invited to at-
tend.  This picture is an example of the art done last month:  “Self 
Portraits!” 

Contact Michelle Johnson johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com or 
(634-4678). 

mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com


 

Holiday Flowers given in honor or memory of loved ones are a Christmas tradition 
at this church.  This year’s poinsettias cost $20 each, or you may make a gift of that 
amount to the Holiday Flower Fund.  Make your check payable to the church.  

  

Deadline - December 11.   
 

Please place this ___  Poinsettia or ___  Gift 
 

 

In memory of:____________________ ______ 
(Print) 
 

 

In honor of:____ ________________________ 
(Print) 
 

 

Given by:__ ______________________________ 
(Print) 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

 
 

Born October 10, 2013 to  

Matthew & Mandy Griffin. 

Granddaughter of Suzan & Jim Griffin! 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

It’s A !! 

Madelyn Grace Griffin 
Shoes for Angels 

The WUMC congregation has 
always responded with generosity 
for The Salvation Army Angel 
Tree shoe collection. The Angel 
Tree program was created by the 
Salvation Army in 1979 for families 
needing help with clothing and toys 
for Christmas. This year we are col-
lecting new shoes as gifts for chil-
dren from infant to age 12.  Youth-
ful styles in adult sizes are needed 
for many 11 and 12 year old chil-
dren. All sizes are appreciated!  

Place shoes in the marked bins 
in the Atrium from November 15 - 
December 15. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends Sunday, November 3 at 2:00 a.m. 



 

The Bazaar is November 9 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Make sure you invite your 
friends, relatives and neighbors to this special event.  Many people have worked very 

long and hard to make sure this is a banner year for the Bazaar!  Remember, all  
proceeds benefit local and global missions.  The following is a recap of all the booths: 

Pennies From Heaven 
 

Attic Treasures 
You will be amazed at the nice items this booth has 

received. 
 

Holiday Accessories 
You will find all types of holiday items  

& Gift Baskets. 
 

Bake Sale 
We have famous bakers, so shop for those mouth  

watering treats! 
 

Silent Auction 
Get your number and bid on these wonderful  

donations. 
 

Fall Bulbs For Planting 
 

Furniture 
We will accept furniture on Thursday, November 7 
and Friday, November 8.  Unload furniture by the 

front doors of the new building.  
 

The Cannery 
 Watermelon Pickles, Jams/Jellies, Salsa, Pumpkin 

Butter and Russian Tea  
 

Jewelry and Accessories 
All types of jewelry.  

       

Miscellaneous Mixture 
Tools, kitchen, linens – just a mixture! 

 

Knives 
Excellent knives with many gift items  

available.  Made in the USA! 
 

Church Jewelry 
Fabulous selection.  Made in the USA! 

 

Not So New 
If you are looking for the unusual “thing,” it’s here! 

 

UMW Bazaar ’13 
Luncheon 

 

Served 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
 
 

Sisters in Faith and a professional chef are once 
again providing this  famous  luncheon. Come see 
for yourself, and bring a friend. 

 

Menu 
 

Price - $7.00 
 

Soups 
Vegetable or Potato Leek 

 

Sandwiches 
½ Chicken Salad on Multi-Grain Bread or  

½ Ham and Swiss Cheese on Unseeded Rye Bread 
 

Fruit 
Cranberry Fruit Gelatin or Fresh Fruit Cup 

 

Beverages 
Decaf or Regular Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea,  

& Cold Cider 
 

A La Carte Desserts   
Price - $1.00 

Gingerbread, Carrot Cake, & Assorted Cookies 

Books, DVDs, Games, etc. 
 A reader’s delight. 

 

Byers Dolls 
New this year!  Only $2.00 to view, and a door prize 

will be awarded! 
 

Also New this year — 
The Library Café for hot drinks and sweet treats and 

the Shopper’s Hold-My-Package Area. 



 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, November 4 at 9:30 
a.m. in the church den.  The program will be given 
by Bud Voorhees, a trustee of WUMC, who will 
share the financial vision for our church. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, November 5 
in Room 309.  Penny Harriger will present a pro-
gram on the Hospitality House at MCV in Richmond.  
Lunch will follow at a local restaurant. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, November 12 at 
1:00 p.m. in the church den.  Mary Beth Sams will 
be the speaker.  She is the daughter of Mike and 
Sharon Sams and will talk of her recent experience 
in the mission field. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, November 5 at 1:30 
p.m. at the Chambrel Activities Room.  
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, November 
6 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Carolyn Buck will dis-
cuss her trip to Russia. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, November 11 at 
10:30 a.m. in Room 309.  
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, November 12 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Center Street Grill in New Town.  
The circle will gather for an evening of fellowship 
over coffee and dessert.    
 

WindsorMeade Circle – Monday, November 18 

(note change in date) at 10:30 a.m. in Windsor-
Meade Hall.   Russ and Janet Henke will present the 
program.  Russ will speak on “Christmas Decora-
tions in Colonial Williamsburg” and Janet will dem-
onstrate how to make a simple decoration. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, Novem-
ber 19 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing 
Main Building.  Ruth Simpson will be leading the 
circle in November.  Peggy Tabb will be presenting 
the program. 
 United Methodist Men will hold the next break-

fast meeting at 8:00 a.m. on November 2 in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Gene Bloomwell will be presenting a pro-
gram about Habitat for Humanity activities in the 
Philippines and South Africa and, possibly 
Vietnam.  Cost is $5.00.  Please call 
Charley Skillman (258-4930) if you 
plan to attend. 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
November 2013 – UMW Circle Meetings 

Important Dates to Remember 

 November 7 & 8 – UMW Bazaar Set-Up 

 November 9 – UMW Bazaar from 8:00 a.m. - 

2:00 p.m. 

 November 9 – UMW District Training 

 November 17 – UMW Installation 

Brunch following 11:00 a.m. service in Fel-
lowship Hall 

 November 25 – UMW Local Board Meeting 

at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

 November 29 – World Thank  

Offering Due 

Note from  
UMW Social Action 

On October 6, our congregation signed 184 let-
ters which were mailed to Senators Warner and 
Kaine and Representative Wittman.  We asked them 

to address  hunger in the United 
States and in the world.  Thanks to 
all who signed letters.  This letter-
writing campaign was initiated by 
“Bread for the World” which seeks 
to end hunger for all people. 



 

Silver Saints Luncheon in November 
The Silver Saints will meet on Wednesday, November 13 in the Fellowship Hall. We 

will enjoy a presentation by Eugene Bloomwell on "Christmas & Holiday Stamps Down 
Through the Years.”  Please remember to bring a dish to share and a small donation for 
the chicken. Also, please bring a non-perishable food item for FISH. All are welcome.  

Questions? Call Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

Adult Sunday School 
Classes for November 

 

Aldersgate (Wesley Hall) 

“My Last Sermon,” by Pickett Miles (November 3);  
Wounded Warriors Presentation (November 10);   
“This is My Story,” by Dick Keiser (November 17);  

“Thanksgivings Remembered,” by Cassie Maye 
(November 24). 

 

Bishop McKendree Class (Room 102) 

TBA (November 3); Corinthians lead by Carolyn 
Spencer (November 10); Endowment Committee 

Report; lesson by Kathryn Blue (November 17); TBA 
by Bishop Hughes (November 24). 

 

Christian Life Connections (Room 309) 

“Why” by Adam Hamilton 
 

College Age Class  (Wesley Foundation) 

The Gathering (Room 206) 

FaithLink curriculum weekly topics listed in the  
Bulletin. 

 

Fellowship Class (Room 103) 

Adult Bible Study series lessons. 
 

Marvin Willard Bible Study Class (Room 174) 

Study of the Old Testament using DVD-based  
lectures by Professor Amy-Jill Levine of the  

Vanderbilt University Divinity School.  
 

Searchers (Room 171) 

“Prayer:  Does it Make Any  
Difference” by Phillip Yancey 

 

World Religions  (Room 101) 

Study of Islam    

There’s a harvest of good books in our church 
library with more being added all the time.  Stop in 
soon to check out our newest offerings.  In our 
adult collection, “two-not-to-be-missed,” writes 
Linda Hansel, “are A Year of Living Biblically by 
A.J. Jacobs, and A Year of Biblical Womanhood 
by Rachel Held Evans.  While based on a similar 
idea, the books are also very different,” she ex-
plains.  “Jacobs, a professed Agnostic with modern 
Jewish ancestry, thought up his project strictly to 
write a book he could sell.  Then filled it with humor 
and a wealth of Biblical interpretation that increased 
my own knowledge of the Bible and understanding 
of our ancestors.  While wanting to sell a book, too, 
Rachel Evans, a Christian, had other motives as 
well.  I encourage every woman to learn the Biblical 
history of ‘female’ that Evans provides.  I would also 
challenge men to read this book, for to know the 
history of your mother, wife and daughters is to pay 
them a great tribute.”  Our thanks to Linda and our 
invitation to you . . . let us know of the gems you’ve 
discovered amongst our collection that are must 
reads in your book. 

For our children the must reads for this month 
are all decked out in the vibrant colors of fall.  Begin 
the season with In November and the fun activi-
ties you’ll find in Fall.  Then get to know Leaf Man, 
join The Scarecrow’s Dance, discover the secret 
of The Memory Cupboard or learn a seasonal al-
phabet.  There are two to choose from:  T is for 

Turkey and God’s Harvest Alpha-
bet —P is for Pumpkin.  

  

“You know you’ve read a 
good book when you turn 

the last page and feel a little 
as if you have lost a friend.” 

– Paul Sweeney 

Library News 



 

Register Now for Our Annual  
Thanksgiving Morning Ministry 

 

Our congregation has prepared so many turkey dinners over 20 
years that we’ve lost count!  But the need never goes away.  There are 
always people in Williamsburg – folks who are homeless, ill or disabled, 

or just down on their luck -- who will not have a Thanksgiving dinner with-
out our help.  Each year more volunteers help on Thanksgiving morning 

and it now involves much more than just cooking, packaging and delivering 
450 meals.   

We put willing volunteers to work on hands-on projects that will benefit 
folks here at home and around the world.  Some of the activities are: 

 Decorating Christmas stockings for a small Methodist school 

 Packaging hygiene kits for homeless shelters 

 Assembling birthing kits for UMCOR distribution around the world 

 Decorating toy bags for pre-schoolers served by Erase the Need 

 Packaging dry ingredients for cookies, bread and soups that will be sold at the Alternative Giving Fair 

to earn money for shelters 

And each year we add more activities to capitalize on the creativity and compassion of all those who show 
up ready to serve others.  

Here’s how you can help with our Thanksgiving outreach: 

 Pick up an orange shopping list after the worship services on November 3 or November 

10, and bring your canned sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce, and $15 check 
to church by Sunday, November 17.  Your money will purchase turkey, rolls, pies and 
fruit, and help fund the hands-on activities planned for that morning. 

 Join us on Thanksgiving Day!  To ensure that everyone who commits time to the morning has a 

meaningful experience, we ask that you register by Wednesday, November 20 with Lianne in 
the Church Office (229-1771) or lkoch@williamsburgumc.org. We will need your name, phone 
number, the number of volunteers coming to help, and the ages of any children you are bringing.  
You will receive a return call giving you a specific task and time to “report for duty.”    

 

Jesus asks us to serve Him by serving others.  Please help us do as he asks. 
 

The Local Outreach Work Area 

The new quilting ministry is in full swing.  We completed 8 small lovey type quilts that were donated 
to the Mother's Day Out program for children to use when separation anxiety hits.  We are currently 
working on lap quilts for donation to our homebound members as well as participants in the Respite pro-
gram.  We are always willing to take new quilters, experienced or not, as well as donations of fabric, batting 
or backing.  Our next meeting is Thursday, November 7 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 309.  For more information on 
how to participate or donate please contact Krista France (345-0460) or krbales@hotmail.com. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:krbales@hotmail.com


 

Boy Scouts Help 
with Outdoor 

Clean-Up  
Some of you may have noticed 

the new look of the "jungle" next to our church 
parking lot.  On Saturday, October 12, an energetic 
and enthusiastic group of Boy Scouts and their lead-
ers pruned and pulled countless vines and weeds 
which were entrapping the trees.  They loaded a 
truck bed and a trailer (twice) with plant debris 
(estimated to weigh about 3/4 ton!) which was then 
hauled off to the landfill for disposal.  To our sur-
prise, a long-lost light pole was uncovered behind a 
wall of vines! 

This clean-up endeavor is sponsored by our 
Green Committee as we think of ways to "care for 
God's creation."   Hopefully more light will get to 
the desirable trees and bushes and the results will 
be more pleasing to the eye. 

Many thanks go to these participating groups, 
Boy Scouts and leaders alike (13 boys and 10 
adults): 

Boy Scouts Troop 103 and their leaders who 
meet in our church 

The Piankatank Chapter Order of the Arrow, 
including the Chapter Chief and the Chapter 
Advisor 

The executive director of the Colonial Virginia 
Council, Jim Ewan 

Members of the Green Committee       

Messiah Rehearsals Begin November 17  
Starting November 17, Messiah rehearsals will begin in our sanctuary.  Additional re-

hearsals are November 24 and December 1. The last rehearsal will be with soloists plus the 
Handel Chamber Orchestra and held on Thursday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctu-

ary. This year, we will have TWO PERFORMANCES – the first on Friday, Decem-
ber 6 at 7:00 p.m. and the second performance on Saturday, December 7 at 
5:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary. Please spread the word to your friends and neighbors 
about attending the new Friday night performance. By offering a second perform-
ance we intend to seat everybody in the Sanctuary and avoid seating the over-
flow audience in the Narthex and/or Atrium.  Net proceeds from the loose-plate 
collection will go to local charities. 

Troop 103 Food Drive  
Greetings, 

My name is Doug Marty, Scoutmaster for Troop 
103. I recently received word that several of the 
local food pantries are starting to run short of food 
due to increased need and a decrease in donations.  
Emergency service centers like FISH currently have 
the lowest level of food inventory in years; inven-
tory that needs to be replenished before the 
Thanksgiving and winter holiday seasons.  Troop 
103 is currently making plans to raise food dona-
tions for the families in need, but this issue is clearly 
larger than one service organization can handle.  

More than 1000 families need food assistance in 
Williamsburg each week, and that number increases 
dramatically during the holiday season. These food 
pantries play a vital role in our community and right 
now they need our help.  I hope you and your or-
ganization will join me in starting a food drive and 
providing help. 

Thank you for your 
assistance in addressing 
this very important issue 
for our community.  

Sincerely, 
 

Doug Marty 
Scoutmaster, Troop 103 

williamsburg.exchange@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/FoodDriveExchange 

mailto:williamsburg.exchange@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/FoodDriveExchange


 

Realignment of Parking for Bell Hall  

Employees 

Several years ago we extended the parking 
places requested from Bell Hall Employees from 6 to 
12.  We also designated an additional 6 spaces for 
student parking.  To date we never had a single 
student take advantage of our offer. 

Effective October 1, the Board of Trustees ad-
justed the allotment for the Bell Hall Employees 
from 12 to 18 and have eliminated the availabil-
ity of student parking.  The 18 spaces have been 
moved to the rear of our parking lot beside the re-
cycle dumpster.  These spaces will be signed by the 
College of William and Mary and will be monitored 
and patrolled by college security.  The period of use 
available to these employees 
will be Monday thru Friday 
from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
The new realignment will free 
the of twelve spaces nearest 
our building for church mem-
bers and guests.  In return, we 
will receive an annual donation 
from the college of $4,500. 

November Music Ministries 
November 3:  All Saints Day, Communion, & Commitment Sunday — For 

communion, the Sanctuary Choir and Chancel Choir will sing “Kyrie” by Franz Josef 
Haydn.  In honor of those who died this past year, The Charles Wesley Singers will pre-
sent “Sing Me to Heaven” composed by Daniel Gawthrop. 

November 10:  Laity Sunday — Sanctuary Choir and Chancel Choir will present 
“Sing Ye Praises to Our King” by Aaron Copland; Sine Nomine Ringers will present 
“National Hymn” arranged for handbells by Kevin McChesney; the Williamsburg Ringers 
will present "Our National Hymn" arranged for handbells by Paul McKlveen. 

November 17 — Sanctuary Choir and Chancel Choir will present “I Will Sing Unto 
the Lord” by Stan Pethel; the Chancel Orchestra will accompany the congregation on all 
hymns. 

November 24:  Thanksgiving Sunday — Chancel Choir and Sanctuary Choir will 
present “For the Beauty of the Earth” arranged by Mark Hayes with Margaret Carlson on 
flute obbligato; The Charles Wesley Singers will present “Sing the Song of Praise” by 
Eugene Butler in honor of Christ the King Sunday (last Sunday before Advent);  Bells of 
Praise will present “Thanksgiving Bells” arranged by Barbara Kinyon; Canticles of Praise, 
Wesley Choir and Carol Choir will present “We Give Thanks” by Bruce Greer. 

From the Trustee’s Corner . . .  
Temperature Control Change is Now  

Completed 

Cox-Powell has now completed the temperature 
control system for our heating and a/c covering ar-
eas of our Educational Wing.  Adjustments are be-
ing made to synchronize this new system. 

We ask for your patience and sometimes dis-
comfort, as we make every effort to balance the 
system as quickly as possible.  Please also remem-
ber we are working with a very antiquated chiller 
unit that is no longer dependable. 

If the 2014 church budget is approved, we will 
be replacing this unit in the first quarter of 2014 a 
projected cost of $50,000.  We are also exploring 
the possibility of adding ceiling fans in the Sanctu-
ary.  However, we anticipate this project will be 
very expensive. 

Our next scheduled Trustee meeting will be 
Thursday, November 14.  One of the top issues to 
be discussed at this meeting will be future plans for 
our church owned and maintained van. 

We thank you all for your support and for all of 

the work you do for our church. 



 

Dear WUMC friends,   

Thank you for all your prayers and support dur-
ing my knee surgery and recovery.  Meals, cards, 
calls and emails . . . I’ve been overwhelmed by your 
reflection of God’s love!  Thank you! 

--Pastor Kay 

Recycle with 
the Green 
Committee 

 

The Green Group continues 
to collect hangers (wire only), 

sneakers and eye glasses. Find the marked bins in 
the closet near the Atrium. Plastic recyclables 3-7, 
including numbered lids with a recycle number and 
symbol are accepted in the marked trash can in the 
kitchen. Also accepted are 1's and 2's that are not 
collected curbside, such as clear plastic clam shell 
type containers and lids. Any plastic that does not 
have a recycle symbol/number is considered trash. 
Thank you for thoroughly rinsing recyclables taken 
to the receptacle in the kitchen. 

Both the staff and our Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) volunteers extend our 
thanks and gratitude for your 
heartfelt generosity.  We are all 

so touched by the overwhelming re-
sponse of your congregation, and I hope these 
short stories convey how meaningful your actions 
are, not only to the children we serve, but also to 
our CASAs who had the delightful privilege of deliv-
ering the backpacks. Your donations will be twice 
felt, because we have enough supplies to replenish 
the backpacks when school begins after Christmas 
break! 

Reflections from the CASA Volunteers: 

The CASA gave the child the backpack for which 
he said thank you. He will be in first grade this year. 
He emptied everything and inspected the contents, 
loaded everything back into the pack.  He was then 
occupied with it for the rest of the visit and again 
thanked and then hugged the CASA when the visit 
ended 

In my case, the three boys fought from the car 
and into the house over who would get which back-
pack. The daughter thanked me before entering the 
home. 

The CASA child will be going to Open House at 
school and he will meet his teacher and will take his 
school supplies to school. His mother told the CASA 
that he wore the backpack given to him through 
Colonial CASA for two weeks after receiving it.  He 
was anxious to wear it to school next week. 

The two little girls were absolutely thrilled to be 
receiving their beautiful and well equipped book 
bags.  The bags not only serve as nice and needed 
presents but also as a way to "connect" with the 
children we serve. I and the girls thank you for your 
wonderful generosity. 

When school was about to begin, the kids were-
n't interested and I inquired why. They responded 
they are always in trouble and made fun of because 
they had no supplies. I immediately contacted our 
CASA office and made arrangements to pick up 2 
back packs of supplies. I went to their home and 
told I was there to see just them and asked them to 
help me get some things out of my car.  They im-
mediately started to scream and ask me if it was 
school supplies. Before I could turn around, they 

Thank You for the School Supplies Collected  
Sarah Serra, Director of CASA 

were at my car, but waited patiently for me.  When 
I unlocked my car, the girl was doing cart wheels 
and the boy was ready to unload the boxes. When 
they looked inside, they started to hug and kiss me 
and scream thank you.  Five other children came 
over and said they wanted some too; but the boy, 
in no uncertain terms, told them “NO, they are spe-
cial for us.” He took everything inside and hid it so 
they wouldn't steal his special supplies.  When I 
spoke to their mother, the first thing she did was 
thank me and the CASA Organization for every-
thing.  When I was leaving, the kids came out to 
see me off and say good bye. 



 

Respite Benefit Luncheon Tops Record 
Two hundred thirty five (235) tickets were sold to Respite Care’s annual fundraiser catered by Carrabba’s 

Italian Grill!  Proceeds exceeded $4700 and included many donations from people unable to attend the event.  
This year, Carrabba’s donated 100% of their food and labor costs, emphasizing their commitment to Respite 
Care and the Williamsburg community. 

Thanks to the efforts of Sharon Sams, 2013 Event Chairperson, many Respite Board members, Fred Volk-
man, Bill Hill, Trish Kline, and numerous ticket sellers, the event exceeded all projections.  Other thanks go to 
Williamsburg Landing for loaning their shuttle and driver and  
Walnut Hills Baptist Church for loaning their parking lot to 
alleviate our parking congestion.  Thanks also goes to Trader 
Joe’s for donating 60 gourds and pumpkins and to The Pea-
nut Shop of Williamsburg for donating a gift basket. 

Respite Care remains a vital resource in the Williamsburg 
community bringing hope and joy to caregivers and their 
loved ones.  The demand continues to grow with visits up 
20% compared to last year.  Thank you for supporting Res-
pite’s vision of ensuring that adults with special needs are 
cared for with loving respect and family caregivers are given 
the gift of time. 

For more information, call 229-1771 ext 354. 

Well Done, Thou Good and Faithful Servants! 
Well, congregation --- you’ve done it again!  You contributed a mountain of 

school supplies for local children.  We gave them to the WJCC Head Start Program, 
Matthew Whaley Elementary School, Berkeley Middle School, WJCC Social Services & 
the Erase the Need Program.   

In addition, 48 children, ranging from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, who 
live in the apartments in the Highland Park section of Williamsburg, received full 
backpacks.  Each backpack was filled with the supplies required for the student’s 
grade and school.  Please know that both the students and their parents or guardians 
were all smiles when we delivered their backpacks.   Your kindness can’t guarantee 
that a child will do well in school, or even stay in school through graduation, but it is 
a starting point and it is important! 

A few pictures can’t do justice to the stacks of supplies that poured in, but 
here are just a few numbers.  We gave away 32 computer flash drives, 105 back-
packs, 173 boxes of crayons, 194 packs of filler paper, 430 gluesticks, 659 ball-
point pens, 2,555 pencils, and tons more. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

Your Local Outreach Team 

Respite luncheon - FULL HOUSE!! 



 

Financial Information 

1. Why should I give money to the church? 

Scripture reminds us to give freely to the church 
in the form of our gifts, presence, prayer and 
service.  When we join the church, we renew 
this commitment. 

2. I give money to the church, but I did not 
fill out l out a pledge card.  Why do I have 
to pledge? 

Pledges help the church to build an operating 
budget each year.  This budget determines how 
we will use our money in ministry. In addition, 
this budget serves as the yardstick by which the 
financial performance of the church is meas-
ured. 

3. I am afraid to commit to a pledge.  What if 
my income changes or an unexpected ex-
pense comes up and I could not meet the 
commitment? 

Pledges can be changed at any time by simply 
notifying the Church Business Administrator.   
No questions will be asked. 

4. How will I know if I am current or behind 
on the pledge? 

The church sends out quarterly statements 
which show all contributions, pledged or other-
wise. 

5. What if I miss a month or a Sunday? 

Try to make up the pledge at some time during 
the remainder of the year.  If that looks impossi-
ble, then contact the Church Business Adminis-
trator and amend the pledge for the new 
amount. 

6. How do I know how much to pledge? 

How much you give to the church is a private 
matter between you and God.  Pray about your 
offering and open your heart so that it may be 
filled by the Holy Spirit, and you will be guided 
in your decision. 

PLEASE CONSIDER PLEDGING!! 

END OF SEPTEMBER FINANCES 

At the end of September, our church income 
was behind plan by 1.7%, but expenses were 3.6% 
behind plan.  However, the financial well-being of 
the church is dependent on continuous giving.  We 
need to collect all of our budgeted income in order 
to meet all of the future expenses. 

Please make every effort to keep current in 
your church giving. 

 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

If you have any interest in learning more about 
our church’s finances, we invite you to attend a Fi-
nance Committee meeting.  All meetings are open, 
and you are welcome to attend.  Copies of  meeting 
minutes are on file in the Church Library.  We meet 
at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

Thank you for your continued financial support.  
 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT 

PLEDGING 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away 
during the month of October: 

given in memory of  
Donald L. Steberl  from 

given in memory of  
Jack M. Rascoe from 

Memorial Giving  

given in honor of Mary Liz Sadler 
from 

 Catherine Ripley 

Honorarium Giving  

 Mrs. Marilyn Riddle 

 Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Albright 

 Mr. and Mrs. Walter Leyland 

 Mr. & Mrs. Basil Gray 

 Ms. Irma Parker 

 Mr. & Mrs. Carey Adams 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Wrenn 

 Mr. & Mrs. Otis Copley 

 Mrs. Jean Morris 

 Williamsburg Lions Club 

 Mr. & Mrs. Holland Fairchild 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Lee 

 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Zubkoff 

 Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Carleton, Jr. 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Skillman Jr. 

 Ms. Shirley Guenther 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Drubel 

 Ms. Patricia Gray 

 Mr. & Mrs. Gale Wilson 

 Ms. Shirley Selz 

 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Freeman 

 Mr. & Mrs. James Bahler 

 Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Albright 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Herman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Carns 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Lee 

 Mrs. Betsy Ziskind 

 Mrs. Elaine Benedict 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Skillman Jr. 

 Mr. & Mrs. Brennan Harris 

 Mr. & Mrs. John Harlow 

 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Sams 

 Mr. & Mrs. Sam Sadler 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bud Rhodes 

 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Reynolds 

 Ms. Barbara Wetzel 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Allen 

 The Mark Thelo Family 

 Mr. Paul Allen 

 Mr. & Mrs. James Guckeyson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Owens 

 Ms. Glenith Whitaker 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Quinn 

 Mr. Chris Ridley 

 Reverend and Mrs. Rob. Casey 

 Ms. Holley Walling 

given in memory of 
Gladys Nelson from 

 Ms. Charlotte Litterer 

given in memory of  
Jack M. Rascoe from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harriger 

 Mr. & Mrs. Russ Cowell 

 Mr. & Mrs. Leon Looney 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Mershon 

 Mr. & Mrs. Phil Magruder 

 Mr. Joseph Pinotti 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Brown 

 Leslie Bowie 

 Mr. George Britton, Jr. 

 Nancy L. Rudd 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Wilberger 

 Williams Mullen Clark & Dobbins 

 Mr. Gregory Barclift 

 Reverend and Mrs. David Hindman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Baxter Carr Jr. 

 Mr. & Mrs. Victor Zodda 

 Mr. & Mrs. John Harlow 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Drubel 

 Mrs. Jean Patterson  

 Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Woodcock 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 

 Ms. Anne Treichler 

 Ms. Sarah Belpree 

 Mr. & Mrs. Anthony DiToto 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bernd 

 Ms. Holley Walling 

 Ms. Sue Pickett 

given in memory of 
AdaLou Turner from 

Bud Brandenburg, respite client 
Helen Ragsdale 

Carole Miller 
Howard Ralston 
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Choose Gifts that Make a Difference At the  
14th Alternative Giving Fair 

 

The 14th Alternative Giving Fair will be held on Sunday, December 8 in Fellowship Hall from 
9:15 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. and again after the 11:00 a.m. service, from noon until 1:30 p.m.  The 
public is invited to attend, and light refreshments will be served. 

This fair offers a good opportunity to choose gifts that celebrate Jesus’ birth and His gift of peace 
and love.  We hope to make a difference in the lives of others in the community and around the 
world.  This is one way to remember that giving to those in need is the same as giving to Jesus 
(Matthew 25:31-40).  You will be able to purchase gifts in the form of charitable donations or to buy 
handmade and creative items offered by some of the organizations. You will receive a gift card for 
your purchases.  

These 30 local, national and international organizations will participate in the Alternative Giving 
Fair:  Campus Kitchens of W&M, Child Development Resources, Children of Zimbabwe, 
Dream Catchers, Early Childhood Music School, Faith in Action, FISH, Food Bank of VA 
Peninsula, Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), Grove Outreach Center, Haiti 
Mission, Heart for Orphans, Heart Havens, Heifer Project, Hope Center/Latvia, Hospice 
House, The Jeremiah Project, Lackey Free Clinic, Leonarda’s Home of Hope, Meals on 
Wheels, Mother’s Day Out, Peninsula Pastoral Counseling, Philippines Mission, Respite 
Care, Seraj Library Project, SERRV, United Methodist Women, Wesley Community Service 
Center, Wesley Foundation, WUMC Youth Ministry.  

For questions about the Alternative Giving Fair, please call Madelyn Larkin (565-0384). 


